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4 (North and South Carolina)
Yes
Yes
None
1
Endangered

USFWS Region:
Revovery Plan:
Critical Habitat:
HCPs:
Conservation Banks:
US Status:

THE SITUATION:
 
In 2006 Carolina Heelsplitter were found in Sixmile Creek, an urban 
stream representing one of the eleven remaining populations in the 
area. The local area su�ers from high unemployment due to recent 
factory closings, and the Sixmile Creek watershed encompasses the 
primary economic development area for new job creation. The county 
government and the Service were desperate for a solution which 
would balance the need for economic development with recovery of 
the listed species.
 
ROLE OF THE BANK IN THE RECOVERY STRATEGY:
 
The Bank focuses private conservation resources on Flat Creek, the only 
viable population in the area with high recovery potential.  The initial 
phases of the Heelsplitter Conservation Bank will protect over 800 
acres of land encompassing three major tributaries, and is adjacent to 
over 3,000 acres of other protected lands. The Bank presents a major 
step towards permanently protecting a primary genetic storehouse for 
the species.The conservation bank enabled a simple o�set structure to 
be put in place for the Six Mile Creek watershed that the local govern-
ment can manage and oversee.   The bank functions as a clearing house 
for conservation requirements de�ned in a county ordinance, signi�-
cantly reducing the FWS sta� oversight time required and bringing 
clarity, certainty and timeliness to the permitting process for all 
parties.

4 (Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana)
Yes (12/26/1990)
No
8 Established
1
Threatened

USFWS Region:
Revovery Plan:
Critical Habitat:
HCPs:
Conservation Banks:
US Status:

THE SITUATION:
 
Gopher tortoises are upland dwelling animals that were once wide-
spread in the Coastal Plain of the southeastern United States.  The 
burrows created by tortoises provide refuge for many other animals, 
insects, and arachnids.  Along with a decline in gopher tortoises, a 
concomitant decline in species such as Eastern Indigo Snake, Gopher 
Frog and others has also increased.   The gopher tortoise also serves as 
a barometer to the health of the South’s piney woods.   The occurrence 
of gopher tortoises often con�icts with development.  Quasi-
conservation banks have been tested but these test areas lack the legal 
and �nancial assurances needed to ensure that mitigation will last into 
perpetuity.    In response, in 2009, the USFWS developed a set of guide-
lines for banking gopher tortoises.  
 
ROLE OF THE BANK IN THE RECOVERY STRATEGY:
 
The Chickasawhay Bank restored 1,220 acres of upland habitat in 
Southern Mississippi and provides a coordinated strategy that restores 
and protects gopher tortoise habitat in a large, protected, and 
managed site, substantially improving the  prospect for the tortoise to 
survive and prosper.   This approach is not a panacea, however, lack of 
action will likely mean that remnant tortoises would eventually be lost 
due to the intensity that tortoise habitat requires maintaining 
(primarily through prescribed burning).    This tool, when combined 
with other tools implemented across the landscape, may assist in the 
recovery of the population.    Additionally, the standards established by 
USFWS in 2009 provide rigorous requirements that should aid in the 
recovery of the species and adopt an ecosystem approach to restora-
tion and management, thus allowing multiple bene�ts to other 
species that have become exceedingly rare.

Carolina Heelsplitter (Freshwater Mussel) Lasmigona Decorata Gopher Tortoise (Fossorial Reptile) Gopherus Polyphemus


